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Unit 5 Designing principles 
		


Example case study – Philippe Starck
Philippe Starck 1949–Present
The truly multi-faceted French designer, Phillippe Starck was born in Paris where his design studio is based to this day. His father was an aeronautical engineer and it is said that young Starck had a passion for design from an early age, hence attending Ecole Nissim de Camondo, a school of product design and interior architecture in Paris. He started by designing inflatable furniture and, although not a great success, it gathered much needed attention.
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Starck was offered a job as an artistic director with Pierre Cardin which was a good stepping stone but he preferred much simpler designs than the flamboyance of Cardin. Having successfully created interior designs for Parisian nightclubs he launched Starck Products in 1979. His big break came in 1982 after being selected to work on the private residence of the then French President. Since then he has worked on numerous projects from simple mass-produced items for brands such as Alessi and Microsoft to furniture, footwear, vehicles, electrical goods and a number of top end hotels. He is involved in all aspects of design and has even produced motorbikes, electric vehicles and yachts.
Starck is a prolific and innovative designer who has produced many iconic products; some that have already become modern classics such as the ‘Juicy Salif’ lemon squeezer, the ‘Dr. Kiss’ toothbrush and the ‘Louis Ghost’ chair. He is considered by some to put form ahead of function, making some of his products beautiful but impractical to use. He often utilises organic forms which are sleek, simplistic and streamlined. Much of his work can be quirky and humorous; he readily confesses that he likes to inject mystery, magic and quirkiness into his designs. Starck likes to work at reducing the amount of materials used in manufacture and packaging, selecting energy efficient and sustainable options where possible.
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The Juicy Salif lemon squeezer
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