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Unit 5 Designing principles 
		


Answers 
Task 1 Investigation and analysis 
1. An investigation into a product or designer will usually focus on gathering facts based on a variety of criteria, including the materials used, processes involved in manufacture and the function of the designs.
Look at the three chairs below:
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Chair 1			    Chair 2			Chair 3

Study the criteria listed on the slide. Select at least two criteria from the list on the board and explain how each chair differs in its characteristics and fitness for purpose.
	Criteria
	Chair 1
	Chair 2
	Chair 3

	




	
	
	

	





	
	
	



Responses will vary. 
2. An analysis involves comparing and contrasting the information discovered during 
the investigation.
(a) Suggest what type of person would own/use each of these chairs.
Responses may vary. 
Chair 1: Flamboyant/creative personality
Chair 2: Office worker, student
Chair 3: Gardener, picnic goer, someone who likes the outdoors


(b) What is the function of each chair and where you would expect to find each one? 
Chair 1: For lounging, relaxing; hotel, lounge, waiting area
Chair 2: For use in an office/study/work at a desk; office, school, home office
Chair 3: For use outdoors, garden, sea side, picnic, terrace, balcony; temporary seating solution, collapsible and easy to transport
(c) How does each chair differ in terms of form, aesthetics and materials?
Chair 1: Curved shapes and forms, upholstered seat with integrated arm and back support, chrome plated/stainless steel legs
Chair 2: Rotating chair, castors so easy to move around, modern aesthetic, rigid polymer seat, cast plated steel or aluminium legs, adjustable height for ergonomic fit
Chair 3: Collapsible, canvas sleeve seat and back support, bent steel tube frame with powder coated finish
Task 2 Evaluation
Evaluation describes the process of drawing conclusions from the findings of 
your investigation and analysis to determine the merit or significance of something 
or someone. 
Evaluate the effectiveness of each chair from Task 1.
An impartial and balanced review of the answers to these questions that will allow the presentation of the facts and opinions of others to create a logical conclusion.
Task 3
[bookmark: _Hlk491946866]All companies make use of iterative design to continually improve their products. What is it that technology companies such as Apple need to continually investigate in order to ensure their latest products are the best they can be?
Answers may include:
What the competition is doing; new materials or technologies that are available; customer feedback; ongoing research and development; functionality testing; long-term testing to examine wear and tear; fashions and trends.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Task 4
Ettore Sottsass started the unconventional or rule-breaking design movement “Memphis”. 
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A graphic based on the Memphis style
Which other designers were rebellious? Justify your reasoning.
Many designers may be justified as being rebellious in some way as their designs were often so innovative they rebelled against the current fashion or contemporary styles.

Specific examples of suitable answers may include:

The Alessi style rejects the simplistic and conventional understanding of design which focuses on functionality and problem solving. Their revolutionary collections offer more poetic and nuanced products that use humour and play on the emotions of consumers to create a bond. Alessi’s approach to collaboration has brought diversity to their product range while maintaining a strong brand identity.

Tesla do not accept the current carbon-based economy. They have analysed the fundamental problems relating to human activity, population growth and the use of non-renewable energy and, instead of accepting the status quo, are developing products and infrastructure to create a paradigm shift in terms of the way we use energy and transport. 
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